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1. Arguments against using poetry in EFL
· Many students “have fears and anxieties about studying literature, especially poetry” (Hirvela & Boyle, 1988, p. 180).
· “I’ve got a very demanding syllabus to get through, so there’s no real time for playing around with poetry in my lessons” (Teacher quoted in Zafeiriadou, 2000).

· “I think writing a poem is a hard thing. Poem has a lot of rules” (Student #18, First day of semester).
· “Because of the recent change in the TOEFL, I want to develop more confidence about the TWE rather than poetry” (Student #29, First day of semester).
2. Why use poetry in EFL at all?
· “Poetry is a special type of English, just as scientific or newspaper English are also special—in different ways. It deserves study as much as they do, or perhaps more, since poetry is the type of English which touches our personal feelings most closely” (Maley & Moulding, 1985, p. 1).
· “It has been my experience that ‘average’ learners are most motivated, most open to language intake, and most eager to use language when their emotions, feelings, and attitudes are engaged” (Tomlinson, 1986, p. 34).
· “Few things are as memorable as poetry, and few memories live so long” (Maley & Duff, 1989, p. 134).
· “Poems may bring the use of creativity and…rhythm into the language classroom” (Saricoban & Metin, 2000, Poems section, para. 3).
· Poems can be used to teach language skills such as pronunciation, rhythm, intonation, vocabulary, grammar, and meaning (Ramsaran, 1983).
3. Why ask EFL students to write poems?
· Poetry allows students to “play with [language], to pull it this way and that, to test its elasticity, to test and explore its limits…. In one sense, the writing of poetry is an ideal task for language learners because of its tolerance for ‘error’” (Maley & Duff, 1989, p. 9).
· “One of the advantages of poems is that they offer a complete context in (usually) compact form” (Maley & Duff, 1989, p. 12).
· Holmes and Moulton (2001, p. 3) suggest that poetry writing allows students to:
· play with words
· create a “polished piece of writing” relatively quickly
· discover new vocabulary
· practice specific language structures
· develop confidence in their ability to share ideas in writing
· “nurture creativity”
· “Don’t underestimate the value of poetry writing for the sheer joy that it brings to students…. Perhaps they enjoy the writing because it results in the creation of a visible mini-monument that they can point to and say, ‘I did that!’” (Holmes & Moulton, 2001, p. 14).
· “[After] I brought poem work to completion, I couldn’t help laughing. I thought ‘Why I wrote it? If other students read it, could they understand it’” (Student #32, Reflective essay).
· “I want to know how other people feel about my poems, and also I want to read other people’s poems. I think other people have their own point of view of something. If I read other people’s poem, I could learn some new thoughts, feelings, and expressions” (Student #30, Reflective essay).
4. Suggestions for using poetry writing in EFL classes
· Provide examples of other students’ poems if possible.
· Give students time to discuss and develop ideas before they actually start writing. I’ve used freewriting, brainstorming, and group and class discussions for this.
· If you plan to “publish” the poems, let students decide which of their poems they would like to have published and give them a chance to revise and edit the poems first.
· Writing poems can also be used as prewriting for essays. For example, I’ve often asked students to write “I Remember…” poems as a part of the process that leads up to an essay based on personal experience.
5. Suggestions for “publishing” students’ poems
· After students have handed in their poems, select and read some anonymously with positive comments on the content and form of expression.
· Have students write individually and then peer edit each others’ poems.
· Have students write in pairs or groups and then read their poems to the class. This takes some pressure off shyer students.
· Post poems on a wall or bulletin board (with students’ permission, of course).
· Produce photocopied collections of students’ poems. You might consider adding your own introduction to the collection, a poem or two of your own, students’ biographies, etc.
· Publish poems on Web pages. If you have students send edited versions of their poems to you by e-mail, you can just copy and paste them onto the pages. Some of my students’ poems are available online here:
· Poetry Portfolio: http://ausharjah.tripod.com/students/portfolio/
· DUO English Magazine: http://english.daejin.ac.kr/~duo/
· Submit (or encourage students to submit) their poems to department or university publications (e.g., literary journals, newsletters, students newspapers, etc.).
· A number of Web sites publish students’ poems. You might investigate some of these:
· Andreas Lund’s Site in Norway: http://home.online.no/~anlun/gram-po.htm
· Exchange ESL Magazine: http://www.iei.uiuc.edu/exchange/
· Jupiter Sky: http://www.jupitersky.com/
· Poetry.com: http://www.poetry.com/
· The International Journal for Teachers of English Writing Skills publishes students’ essays and poems in a special literary edition once a year. Information is available here: http://www.RobbieDeanPress. com/Int_l_Publish/int_l_publish.html
6. Conclusion
· “It is not that we expect the students to become ‘poets,’ but rather to learn through the experience of grappling with words and meanings” (Maley & Duff, 1989, 14).
· Students reported that they did learn from the experience:
· “Indeed, I had good experience. I had a chance to develop my writing skills through this writing poems. I like English and have confidence in writing poem in English” (Student #24, Reflective essay).
· At the same time, I found that many of my students also appreciated the opportunity to feel like “poets,” if just for one semester, or even just one class period:
· “To write poem was helpful to develop my English ability. From writing each poems, I began to think that English was not a study but a literature. And I could be more than familiar with English. Although my poems were not good works, I did my best to write them and I loved all of them…. Most of all, during this semester I felt as if I were a poet. And poem became my friend” (Student #1, Reflective essay).
· “When I wrote first poem, I doubted what I wrote really is whether poem…. But, after I wrote poems, I had change my thinking because I also wrote poems like poetess…. Above all, I wrote about five English poems by my feeling and thought. It’s a wonderful thing to me!” (Student #19, Reflective essay).
· “I like my poems because all of them [are] like my children…” (Student #25, Reflective essay).
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Grammar Poem

Read the poem below. Which lines of the poem are complete sentences? Which lines are not complete sentences? Why do some lines end with commas and some lines end with periods?
Chocolate Chip Cookies

By Choi Myoung Sin

When you tempt me with your sweet body,

As if you need me,

Even though it is 11 p.m. and I have already brushed my teeth,

Because I love you,

I can't resist your charm.

While I eat you,

After I feel that I have gained weight,

Although I regret my behavior as always,

Because I love you so much,

You will be in my pockets forever.

Now write your own poem using a similar pattern. Follow these instructions:
1. Your poem should have two stanzas of at least five lines each.
2. The last line of each stanza should be an independent clause. Each of the other lines should be a dependent clause beginning with a subordinating conjunction.
3. Begin each line with a capital letter.
4. Use a comma at the end of each dependent clause, and a period at the end of the last line.
5. Try to use a lot of interesting details and descriptive vocabulary. (You can use a dictionary.)
6. Give your poem an appropriate title.
Here are some common subordinating conjunctions you might use in your poem:
TIME
CAUSE & EFFECT
OPPOSITION
CONDITION
after
because
even though
if
before
since
although
unless
when
now that
though
only if
while
as
whereas
whether or not
as
as long as
while
providing (that)
by the time (that)
inasmuch as

provided (that)
since
so (that)

in case (that)
until
in order that

in the event (that)
as soon as
once
as long as
whenever
every time (that)
the first time (that)
the last time (that)
Assignment – Today & Next Class
When you have finished your poem, ask two of your classmates to peer edit it for you. Prepare to read your poem to the class today. For homework, write a second draft to hand in. It must be typed and double-spaced. As always, also hand in your first draft and any prewriting along with your second draft.
_______________

Based on Bordelon, A. (2000). Using poetry to teach the subordinate clause. The lesson plans page. Available: http://www.lessonplanspage.com/LAPoetry9.htm

I Remember . . . 
Freewriting: Memories
Write for 5 minutes about each of the following topics. Try to describe your memories using more than one sense. That is, don't just describe how people/things/places looked, but also describe the sounds, feelings, smells, tastes, etc. that you remember. Then choose one topic to write more about. 
1. Write about one of your family members (your father, mother, brother, grandmother, etc.). What do you remember doing with that person in the past? 
2. Write about the city or town or the house or apartment where you grew up. What do you remember most about it? 
3. Write about your first love or an old friend. What do you remember about him or her? 
Group Discussion: Talking about the Past
Take turns. First, one person in your group should read about one of his/her memories. Then, the other people should ask questions to find out more information about it. Try to help the person remember more details. Everyone should ask at least two questions about each memory. Finally, one person in your group should prepare to tell the class about his/her memory. 
Sample Poems
Take turns reading the poems below aloud in your group.
My Childhood
By Jung Sung-jae
I remember my childhood

when I got up hearing the chickens and saw the sunrise.

I remember I spent every morning feeding cattle and

felt the cold drops of dew on the grass.

I remember I played with my friends all day.

But most of all,

I remember the days when I was an

innocent young child.

My Old Friends
By Kim Min-sun
I remember my school days
when I spent time with my friends.
We just saved our money to eat and play
and made special days for ourselves.
So we had many kinds of food and traveled to many places.
I remember taking a picture anytime to keep our memories for a long time.
I was very happy just because they were there with me.
But most of all,
I remember the day we talked about each other’s problems all night long.
The Small Stone
By Cha Jong-In
I remember my first love lived near my house when I was eleven years old.
She always walked on the beach to pick up small stones, and I stood near her.
I knew her, but she didn’t know me.
I remember stealing a glance at her every day and night,
but not saying anything to her.
I always walked on the beach to pick up small stones to give her,
and I had mingled feelings of joy and sorrow.
I knew her, but she didn’t know me.
I remember the small stone I gripped in my hand on the day she moved.
I thought that it would be the last time for me to see her face,
so I pictured her face again and again.
I knew her, but she didn’t know me.
But most of all,
I remember her footprints left on the beach.
Homework for Our Next Class
Hand in two different poems about your memories. The poems can be of any length, but the first line of each poem should begin with “I remember….” The last line might begin with something like “But most of all, I remember.…” Be sure each poem has an interesting title. Please type and double-space.

Sample Student Poems
More poems are online here: http://ausharjah.tripod.com/students/portfolio/
	Bio-poem



	Bio-poem

By Ko Hee-Joung
Ko
Bright, positive, cool, but sometimes sad
Friend of Hey-Kyung, Kyung-A, and Young-Mi
Lover of letters, ballad music, and snowy winter
Who feels the pleasure of love, happiness with family, and curiosity about strange places
Who needs good friends, delicious rice, and a wonderful job
Who gives good advice, deep love, and lasting friendship
Who fears the end of a moving movie, her father’s anger, and death
Who would like to see Korea unified, her family’s good health, and her first lover
Resident of Junggye, Nowon, Seoul, and Korea
Hee-Joung



	I Remember… Poem


	My Childhood

By Jung Sung-jae
I remember my childhood
when I got up hearing the chickens and saw the sunrise.
I remember I spent every morning feeding cattle and
felt the cold drops of dew on the grass.
I remember I played with my friends all day.
But most of all,
I remember the days when I was an
innocent young child.



	Grammar Poem



	Chocolate Chip Cookies

By Choi Myoung Sin
When you tempt me with your sweet body,
As if you need me,
Even though it is 11 p.m. and I have already brushed my teeth,
Because I love you,
I can’t resist your charm.
While I eat you,
After I feel that I have gained weight,
Although I regret my behavior as always,
Because I love you so much,
You will be in my pockets forever.



	Five-line Poem



	Monday Morning 7:00 a.m.
By Lee Kyoung Huen
Alarm!
Unconscious but conscious
Waking slowly
Like in a dream
If only today were a holiday



	Click & Drag Poem



	Friends...
By Choi Ha-young
True, sincere, and essential
Like light sunshine
The one who will always be with me
Above all,
you are a gift from heaven.
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